
Dear Parents and Students, 
 

I am so excited to have you all as part of my 7/8/9th grade class for the 
20-21 school year! I am honored to be part of our new middle school model here 
at Arches, the Interactive Learning Lab. We have such an incredible opportunity 
this year to push our limits, think outside the box, and take our learning to the 
next level! 

 
Here is a little about myself:  I am an experienced 
teacher with a degree in secondary education. I 
graduated from Utah Valley University in 2010 and 
have had diverse teaching experiences. I am a 
second generation educator, and my father, a 
science teacher for more than 30 years, is a great 
mentor and role model for me. 
 
I am a mother of 3 wonderful children, all of whom 
are attending Arches this year. I am married to a 
super-smart electrical engineer who works for 

Micron. He is also a great support and cheerleader for me! We have a small zoo 
at our house, with a dog, cat, hamster, chickens, and lots of fish keeping us all 
company. I love animals and having pets is 
a very fulfilling hobby for me. 
 

I also love to sing, paint, sew, cook, 
hike, ride bikes, and I run a small family 
photography business on the side. My 
husband and I both love to work with our 
hands and have created a small 
metalwork, blacksmith, and wood shop in 
our garage. We are always dreaming up 
new projects, and there is always a long 
list of things we are working on! 
 
 
The subjects that I will be teaching this year include:  
 
Earth Science (8th & 9th) 
US History 1 (7/8/9th) 
Math 6 
Math 8 
 



I am the homeroom teacher for 
the 7/8/9th grades and will be working 
closely with each student’s unique 
combination of core and specialty 
classes to facilitate our exciting learning 
lab model. This will include many 
interdisciplinary opportunities for 
learning, great projects, and real-world 
applications that are so unique to this 
type of learning environment.  We have 
what is called “flexible seating” in our 
learning labs: round tables and chairs, 
bar stools, collaborative workstations, a 
science lab, a small reading area, a 
couch, and plenty of space for movement. Students will be able to sit freely in the 

area best suited for them or the 
activity at hand, as long as rules are 
being followed and they are able to 
do their best work. I recognize that 
my students have individual learning 
styles and preferences.  
 
We will also be integrating quite a bit 
of technology use in our classroom. 
The students will be utilizing many 
digital tools for organization, such as 
Google Classroom and others.  

Implementing these strategies for 
learning from the beginning will be a huge 
asset to their learning, should we get 
interrupted by quarantine again. There will 
be systems already in place to make this 
transition much easier and fluid, should 
the need arise. 
 

We will have the opportunity to 
create and participate in some very 
exciting learning activities including a 
class field trip to Mesa Verde in Colorado, 
a camping excursion to Antelope Island to 
learn hands-on about the geology of the 



area, local geology hikes in the Unitas, a revolutionary  war reenactment 
collaboration with the younger grades, a cabinet meeting rap battle (Hamilton 
style!) to discuss the revolutionary war, a visit to the Utah State Capitol during 
our civics and government unit, among others. I am also anxious to hear what 
amazing ideas the students will generate to expand our learning opportunities 
outside of the classroom. Some of my best learning extension opportunities last 
year came from the students themselves, reaching out with their own curiosity. 
 
I look forward to learning with all of you this year! 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Mrs. Katy Ives 
 
 
 
 


