
Dear Parents and Students,    

 

Estamos muy emocionados de volver a la 

escuela este año. Esperamos otro año 

sobresaliente en la clase de español. (English 

translation: We are so excited to be back in 

school this year. We are looking forward to 

another outstanding year in Spanish class.)  

 

I love to tell the story about a business meeting 

I held several years ago in Milan, Italy, with an 

individual from Japan, all in the Spanish 

language. This experience taught me the 

importance of learning a foreign language!  

         

I grew up in Seattle, the second of ten children. My hobbies include piano, racquetball, and 

woodworking. My father taught Spanish for nearly forty years, and I have spoken the language 

for forty-five years. My wife and I have been married for thirty-nine years, and we are the 

parents of five children, with four grandchildren and one on the way! Our grandchildren range 

from age seven to fifteen, so when your students come to class, I treat them as though I am 

teaching my own grandchildren.  

 

After receiving my degree in Spanish from BYU, I was commissioned as a Second Lieutenant in 

the U.S. Army where I served for ten years, including a tour of duty in Saudi Arabi, Iraq, and 

Kuwait as a company commander during the Gulf War. Following my military service, I worked 

another twenty years in business development, which took me to the four corners of the earth. 

Now I am immersed in yet another exceptional venture, teaching Spanish to your children. 

 

My teaching philosophy is simple. All students are individuals who deserve the best experience 

possible centered upon their individual abilities and needs. This philosophy comes from raising 

our son who has autism. While grades are a useful metric, they are secondary to the learning 

process. We work hard, we have fun, and everyone excels in our class! 

 

I look forward to working closely with your students. 

 

Hasta pronto, 

 

Tom Elder 

 

 

 


