
Dear Parent(s) and Students of the 21-22 middle school,

I am thrilled to be teaching this year in our new interactive
learning labs at Arches Academy. Teaching at Arches is a
dream come true for me; the founders are supportive,
encouraging, and allow me to facilitate learning in the very
best way possible. I can’t wait to get at it again this year! I
look forward to the many adventures we will have. But first,
a little about myself:  I am the 4th of 11 children, (I’m
standing to the left of my mother) and I grew up less than 2
miles from here; the mountains we live close to are part of
my heart and soul!  I love to sing, hike, mountain bike, lift
weights, read, travel, try new foods, and LEARN (traveling
and learning are synonymous to me). My 5 beautiful children, 1 awesome son-in-law, a doting

husband, German
Shepherd, and
granddaughter, are my
pride and joy. We enjoy
spending every free
moment together,
especially when traveling
(usually laughing our heads
off).

My classroom is a work oriented environment, where students
are self-motivated and able to freely communicate their ideas.
They will receive guidance when necessary, but my overall goal
is to build students’ critical thinking skills. I will do this by
providing them the autonomy to investigate materials through
our culminating projects, student-centered discussions,
hands-on activities, technology, and exploratory field trips. I am
SO excited about our culminating projects and field trips, here
are just a few things I have up my sleeve: a camping and
exploration trip in Island Park and Yellowstone National Park for
our Maps unit, creating a large map of the United States and



planning our end of year field trip in our US Geography unit, Civil War reenactment with Mrs.
Wahl’s class, studying the cause and effects of events during the 20th century (World War I,
Depression, World War II, Cold War) and how those events shaped the world as we know it,
Activism and Reform (what is my role in all of this?). In science this year, students will explore
how matter is arranged into either simple or complex substances. The learning strands
emphasize how substances store and transfer energy which can cause them to interact
physically and chemically, provide energy to living organisms, or be harnessed and used by
humans. Matter and energy cycle and change in ecosystems through processes that occur
during photosynthesis and cellular respiration. Additionally, substances that provide a benefit to
organisms, including humans, are unevenly distributed on Earth due to geologic and
atmospheric systems. Some resources form quickly, allowing them to be renewable, while other
resources are nonrenewable. Evidence reveals that Earth’s systems change and affect
ecosystems and organisms in positive and negative ways. Students will learn these concepts
through project and inquiry based learning, field trips, guest speakers and presenters, and
experiments.

Students will also spend time each day in class READING. I will continue to encourage them to
read at home, but they will have ample time in class to focus on reading skills and strategies;
many of the books they read will be student choice, a few of the books they read will be class
reads, and some will be read in small book clubs. They will also spend time each day setting
personal goals to improve their handwriting, grammar, spelling, and vocabulary. The majority of
their writing content will be integrated with their science and history units, but they will spend
time on journaling and creative writing as well.

I recognize that my students have individual learning styles and preferences and it is my goal
to accommodate for those differences.

I am dedicated to providing a safe, respectful, and cooperative learning environment.  I strive to
be Firm, Fair, Friendly, and Fun!!!

I look forward to a great year!  If you have any questions or concerns, please contact me.

Respectfully,

Mrs. Peay


