
Dear Parents and students,

I am so excited for this upcoming school year. Arches
Academy’s focus on experiential and “hands on” learning is a
great fit with my educational philosophy. Since earning a BA in
English from BYU and a MA in Humanities from the University of
California at Dominguez Hills, I have been involved in continual
educational development. I love to read, write, explore, travel,
and quilt. My husband and I have been married for 29 years and
we have four children and two grandchildren. Throughout this
time I have come to value the education that comes from a whole variety of circumstance and
experience.

I started out my freshman year in college participating in BYU’s Study Abroad in Jerusalem. We lived on
a kibbutz and picked olives and bagged bananas. We also had classes taught by both Palestinian and
Jewish professors. In college I taught classes to students at BYU’s Student Development Center. I have
worked in many English labs working one-on-one with students. From teaching English in Asia to
teaching students at Alvin Community College in Texas, I have loved the challenge that teaching affords.

This year we will be using the Amplify ELA program which is designed specifically for middle school
students. The units we cover are: “Perspective and Narrative”, “Liberty & Equality”, “Science & Science
Fiction”, Shakespeare’s “Romeo & Juliet”, “Holocaust: Memory & Meaning”, and “The Space Race
Collection”. As we study each unit, there will be a variety of poetry and literature that will undoubtedly
spark thoughtful discussion, learning, and writing. We will also be studying World Civilization and World
Geography this year in History. I will integrate as much as possible what we are learning in History with
our English curriculum.

I am looking forward to getting to know each and every one of you. The smaller class size at Arches
Academy allows for individual support and direction for each student. It is exciting to plan and prepare
for our field trips that will certainly enhance our classroom time. The smaller class size will also give us
lots of opportunities for discussion which is one of my favorite parts of teaching. Because reading is
such an important part of life-long learning, my goal is to really encourage a lot of it! As George R.R.
Martin said, “A reader lives a thousand lives before he dies...The man who never reads lives only once”.

I am committed to a creating a positive environment where learning and growth can flourish. This 2019-
2020 school year is bound to be full of academic and personal growth for everyone. At any time, please
do not hesitate to contact me if you have any questions or concerns about the class or any assignment
or activity. I look forward to working with you.

Sincerely,

Julie.tait@archesacademy.com


