
 

Welcome to Math 9!  
 

Dear Parents and Students, 

My name is Mrs. Smith, and I’m thrilled to be your 

teacher.   I grew up on the East Coast, but I currently live in 

Provo with my husband and our two young sons.   I love 

reading, running, hiking, traveling, and playing board 

games.  

I majored in Biology at BYU, and during my 

undergraduate years I interned at a Women’s and 

Children’s hospital unit, studied clams in Dublin Bay, and 

researched yeast proteins at the University of Washington. 

While I loved those experiences, teaching undergraduates as a TA for molecular and cell biology is what 

really spoke to me. 

When my sons were little, I worked as a tutor for math, 

reading/writing, and SAT/ACT prep.  Now that both of my boys 

are in school, I’m pursuing my passion for teaching!  This is my 

fourth year at Arches Academy, where I teach both math and 

French.  I love the natural progression, order, and challenge of 

mathematics.  It’s deeply rewarding to find new ways to convey 

the material so my students are engaged and motivated.  

I tell my students that good mathematicians don’t just 

race to find the correct answer.  In my class, we value 

communication, curiosity, documentation (show your work!), 

consistency, and math applications and connections. 

This year we’ll do lots of hands-on activities and small group work.  We will build giant stacks of 

paper to model exponential growth, use triangle geometry to measure the width of a stream, explore the 

weight limits of everyday objects, and much more.   

I’m looking forward to a wonderful year of math! 

-Mrs. Smith 

 
 



 

Supply List 
 

For yourself: 

● Math binder (3-ring binder, 1” or larger) 

● Composition book 

● Graphing calculator (I strongly recommend the TI-84.  You can use it on the SAT and ACT, and most 

local high school math teachers use it in their classes.) 

● College ruled filler paper, 1 pack 

● Loose leaf graph paper, 1 pack 

● Twelve-inch ruler (ideally one with holes, so you can clip it into your math binder) 

● Protractor 

● Optional: Binder pencil pouch so you can store your supplies in your binder 

For the classroom supply: (optional) 

● Loose leaf graph paper 

● College ruled filler paper 

● Hand sanitizer 

● Clorox wipes 

● Pencil cap erasers 

● Tissues 
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